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A PCVC INITIATIVE FOR BURN SURVIVORS OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Vidiyal was established by the International Foundation for Crime Prevention and Victim Care (PCVC) in the year 2003 at the Kilpauk Government Medical Hospital’s Burns Ward for Women and Children. Besides accidental injuries, majority of the patients are victims of acid or fire attacks from their partners, in-laws or attempted suicide. Services range from health care to emotional support at the hospital to medical care, correctional surgeries, empowerment and healing after discharge from the hospital. 
After attaining the government order the organization has gradually increased its services at the wards in the last two years. Disposable sheets are provided thrice a week to all women and child patients, high protein health drinks and pure mineral water is given everyday, LCD television screens have been installed with DVD players, humour/motivational films, documentaries, therapy programs are shown at prescribed hours daily, a PCVC coordinator is available 12 hours every day and counsellor visits are done twice a week. 
Hospital figures show that an average of 250 children come to the hospital with burn injuries every year. Almost all of them are from the lower economic section of the population, and are mostly below the age of 10 years. The burn injuries sustained are either due to accidental burns or suicide attempts by the mother or both parents. Vidiyal seeks to enhance services at the paediatric ward in order to help ease the pain and increase healing, and have identified three important needs. The children are completely naked on the beds and many a times have mosquitoes and flees sitting on the wounds. Providing them with disposable hospital gowns will help protect their bodies.  The children, as all burn patients are given drips and injections at frequent intervals. It is difficult to find veins in their fragile bodies and the process puts them in a lot of pain and torture. Use of central venal catheters which can be used for drips and injections can help ease their pain.  We are already giving them mineral drinking water and Pediasure which is a protein supplement twice in a day which is mixed. Giving them eggs, groundnuts, dates which are vitamin and protein supplements will enhance the healing of wounds. 
Proceeds from the Citizen’s Run will help support Vidiyal, aiding the fulfilment of the three objectives outlined above.
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